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and utility systems on all floor levels. The exterior 
facade removal work was limited to the light-court 
area only, leaving three sides of the building’s facade 
intact with minimal wall penetrations to isolate 
the bases of the first floor columns for subsequent 
torch-work. Large diameter steel cables were placed 
and tensioned on the third floor level to influence 
and maintain lateral controls during the explosives 
demolition sequence.

	 Demolition Dynamics Company (DDC) 
of Franklin, TN designed a blast plan that focused 
both on the structure and its surrounding existing 
conditions. The 12-story building was situated in an 
active community comprised of residential homes, 
urban businesses, and industrial activities. A safe and 
efficient blast application was implemented early in 
the morning on Saturday, March 28, 2009. Over two 
hundred units of linear shaped charge explosives 
were detonated to sever support columns at primary 
and secondary positions. The first and second floors 
were the primary drop and control levels, while the 
fourth sixth, eighth, and tenth floors were secondary 
positions relative to vertical segmentation and debris 
disposition. The total net weight of explosive product 
used in the implosion was less than 45 pounds, and 
their initiations were dynamically distributed over 56 

delay periods per 14-second duration.

	 Extensive measures were taken to ensure 
adjacent properties and utilities would not be 
impacted from the blasting operation. This included 
a highly sensitive fiber-optic line that ran east & west 
just twenty feet from the north exterior column row 
of Building 82. All post-blast inspections detailed 
positive reports. The safety perimeter was suspended 
within two hours after the blast and all local residents 
and businesses resumed their daily routines with 
minimal inconvenience.

	 What had been the symbol of a drastically 
changing industrial corridor has become a roadmap 
to progress. The University of Charleston, by deciding 
to be proactive in dealing with a roadblock to 
economic development, has shown to others in the 
private and public sectors that when an organization 
retains the right group of professionals to plan and 
execute a project of this magnitude, they will be 
rewarded for their decision.

	 The University of Charleston, the construction 
manager, and the entire Project Team were thrilled 
with the results that O’Rourke and Demolition 
Dynamics delivered on this project.
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 National Demolition Association 
announces the names of the recipients of 
seven college scholarships valued at $43,500.  
They were presented recently at the National 
Demolition Association convention in 
Orlando, FL.
 “We’re pleased to present these 
scholarships to students who have 
demonstrated a commitment to serve 
the local community while maintaining 
a high level of academic achievement,” 
said Michael R. Taylor, CAE, Executive 
Director of the Association.
 The Bill and Wanda Baker 
Scholarship was presented to Julie 
Adamo of Bloomfield Hill, MI. Adamo 
was nominated for this award by 
Adamo Demolition Co., Detroit, MI.  
Patrick H. O’Rourke Scholarship was 

given to Andrea Rachel of Maple Lake, 
MN. She was nominated by Rachel Contracting of Maple 

Grove, MN.
 The Sims Adams Scholarship was presented to Amanda Lloyd of Prior Lake, MN. She 

was nominated by Lloyd’s Construction Services, Savage, MN. The Southern California Chapter of 
the National Demolition Association awarded its scholarship to Michael S. Nelson of Telford, PA. Nelson 
was nominated by Haines & Kibblehouse, Inc., Skippack, PA.
 The National Demolition Association presents several scholarships each year to deserving students. 
This year’s winners are Pamela Rose Kirkpatrick of Skippack, PA, nominated by Haines & Kibblehouse, 
Inc.; Erin Olesen of Unionville, CT, nominated by Manafort Brothers, Inc., Plainville, CT; and Holly Smith 
of Cherry Hill, NJ, nominated by Richard E. Pierson Construction, 
Woodstown, NJ.
 The National Demolition Association is a non-profit trade 
organization representing more than 1,100 U.S. and Canadian 
companies and many international firms that are involved in the 
demolition process. Membership includes demolition contractors, 
general contractors, civil engineering firms, and recycling, landfill, 
and salvage operations.  The Association’s efforts help members 
stay abreast of environmental, regulatory and safety matters, keep 
regulators informed about issues facing the industry, increase 
public and industry awareness, and provide members with 
networking opportunities and information on the latest technical 
advances in equipment and services.  The website is www.
demolitionassociation.com.
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